Throughout the time since the United States was been formed, blacks weren’t allowed to do much of anything. Racism was huge in the states, using them as slaves. After the Civil war and the States where one again, President Lincoln stopped slavery, but that wasn’t the end of Racism. It wasn’t until the mid 1900’s that blacks had actually gained equal rights.

On February 3rd, 1870 the fifteenth amendment was ratified. The fifteenth amendment, disallowed the government from denying anyone the right to vote because of their race, color or past servitude. Virginia, Georgia, Mississippi and Texas were required to ratify this amendment before they rejoined the states.
Many measures were taken to discourage the blacks from voting. Threats, violence and other scare tactics were used to. The Ku Klux Klan or KKK, a white supremacy group was created then, which also discouraged them from exercising their right of voting. 

In the in the last 50 years blacks have begun to be more excepted in our society, but not all racism has gone away. Some are still discriminated, but it has died down quite a bit. 

